
United States Patent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office >, 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS // 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 

FILING DATE 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

09/745,958 

12/21/2000 

Rudolf Pieter Koppe 

PHN 17,867 

2128 


7590 06/08/2004 

Thomson Multimedia Licensing Inc 
Patent Operations 
PO box 5312 

Princeton, NJ 08543-5312 


EXAMINER 


HERNANDEZ, NELSON D 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


2612 

DATE MAILED: 06/08/2004 


7 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application No. 

Applicant(s) 


#w'C7 is is ti wufif liff if car If 

09/745,958 

KOPPE, RUDOLF PIETER 

Examiner 

Nelson D. Hernandez 

Art Unit 

2612 



- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1^5 is/are rejected. 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)Kl All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
. 2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . New corrected drawings are required in this application because the use of 
abbreviations for naming the elements in the invention makes difficult to understand of 
the disclosed invention, the name of the elements (boxes) in the figures should have a 
label with the entire name of the respective element. Applicant is advised to employ the 
services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
the following as described in the specification: in fig. 2, the converting unit referred as 
"cu2" in the specifications (page 2, line 25). Any structural detail that is essential for a 
proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP 
§ 608.02(d). A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
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abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. In page 1 , line 23, the word "sink" must be written as "synchronization" or 
"sync". 

b. In page 2, line 23, "RY" must be written as "R-Y". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 1 objected to because of the following informalities: in line 5, the phrase 
"for switching the base station" must be written as "for switching the transmission mode 
at the base station" so as to refer to the transmission mode as described in the 
specification. Appropriate correction is required. 

6. Claim 3 objected to because of the following informalities: in line 1 3, the word 
"sink" must be written as "synchronization" or "sync". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Baumeister, Patent 4,660,073. 

Regarding claim 1 , Baumeister discloses a video apparatus (Fig. 3) for 
selectively processing different transmission modes, wherein said video apparatus 
comprises transmission means (Fig. 3: 30 and 3: 32) for transmission of the recorded 
information and base station (television receiver in fig. 3: 10) for receiving the recorded 
information and handling this received information, characterized in that the base station 
comprises a detection unit (Fig. 3: 34) for detecting which of at least two different 
transmitting modes is used by the camera and a switching unit (switches S 1f S 2 , S 3 , S 4 , 
and Sck in fig. 3) for switching the transmission mode at the base station in response to 
the detected transmission mode (Col. 2, line 48 - col. 3, line 60; col. 4, lines 17-43; col. 
5, lines 30-39), but does not explicitly teaches the camera system comprising at least 
one camera for recording information. 

However, Baumeister teaches the use of video cameras for recording information 
and transmitting said recorded information to a television receiver known as a prior art 
(Col. 1, lines 15-25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to use 
a video camera to transmit recorded information to the video apparatus taught by 
Baumeister. The motivation to do so would allow the system to receive image data from 
different cameras having different transmission modes connected to the same tho came 
channels, reducing the necessity of separate channels for the different transmission 
modes as taught by Baumeister. 
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Regarding claim 2, Baumeister discloses that the detection unit detects between 
RGB and the Y, R-Y, B-Y transmission mode (Col. 3, lines 2-35). 

Regarding claim 4, Baumeister substantially discloses the same in claim 1 . 
Therefore, grounds for rejecting claim 1 apply here. 

Regarding claim 5, Baumeister substantially discloses the same in claim 1 . 
Therefore, grounds for rejecting claim 1 apply here. 

9. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baumeister, 
Patent 4,660,073 in view of Miyamoto, Patent 5,216,496. 

Regarding claim 3, Baumeister does not explicitly teach that the camera 
transmits information either with a transmission mode having a first mode with a G 
signal with H synchronization signal or a second mode with Y video with composite 
synchronization. 

However, Miyamoto teaches a digital color television camera apparatus for 
selectively outputting components (RBG) or composite signals wherein a synchronizing 
signal mixer (Fig. 5: 17) outputs the RGB and composite signals having synchronization 
signals, also a blanking mixer (Fig. 5; 33) is used for outputting the components signal 
with blanking data (Col. 9, line 43 - col. 10, line 9). Blanking signal, also known as 
composite blanking signal has both horizontal and vertical components. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Baumeister in view of Miyamoto as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to use a camera 
that transmits information with a transmission mode having a first mode with G signal 
(taught as RGB signals) having horizontal and vertical synchronization signals or a 
second mode with Y video with composite synchronization. The motivation to do so 



Application/Control Number: 09/745,958 


Page 6 


Art Unit: 2612 

would help the video apparatus to process the information recorded by the camera 
accurately by obtaining the exact relationship among corresponding significant instants 
of the input color signals. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone number is (703) 
305-8717. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R. Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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